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From the Editor 

I am pleased to say that this is quite a large edition of Glidepath so thanks to all those who have 
contributed, particularly Frank Bayes who has produced a number of articles. Perhaps it is because 
everybody has more time on their hands as no flying is going on. 

I had intended to use this time to do some building and re-building of models. Unfortunately though 
my normal building surface of the dining room table has become my office as like many people I am 
now working from home. So far this has been going quite smoothly with modern technology allowing 
me to keep in contact with both people and machines all around the world. In some ways it seems 
ironic that our ability to easily transport people around the world lead to the rapid spread of this 
pandemic, but our ability to transport data with even more efficiency enables many of us to carry on 
working but in such a way that we can (hopefully) more quickly defeat it. 

From the Chair 

Hi all, what a difference a month can make, 30 days ago I was sitting waiting for my car to be 
serviced, typing out my last “From The Chair” complaining about the endless rain… 

We need to keep a positive attitude going as much as possible, so if anyone has any bright ideas 
please make them known. Frank Bayes has been notifying us of programmes of general interest, 
thanks very much ! Geoff Collins also said that he has lots of old Glidepaths that can be republished. 

This situation looks like it is going to continue for quite a while, so it is time to do all those “round to it 
jobs” I re-covered my Xite and I am very pleased with the results. Sincere best wishes to all, keep 
safe, and I will say hallo again next month. 
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Slopeside by Pete Carpenter 

What we believe to be the situation on each slope is as described below, however it is not always 
possible to contact every landowner each month and we have no wish to pester them. For Sallowcliffe 
and OXO please take extra care when parking, and do not drive down past the brow of the track in 
wet conditions or you may get stuck.  If in doubt, walk onto the field and track first to check! Please 
use your own common sense and apply the countryside rules. Therefore if things look different at a 
site, particularly if it involves crops or livestock, please do not enter and contact me on 
pete.carpenter12@gmail.com or 01722 328728. 

 1) Winklebury (W to NE wind) - Available. 
 2) Norrington Down (S to SW wind) - Available. 
 3) Donkey Valley (SE wind) - Available. 
 4) Swallowcliffe (NW to NNE wind) - Available. No access into the field, fly from the slope side of the 
fence. 
 5) Quarry (W to WNW wind) - Available. Access to the slope must be via the Stony Down / Berwick St 
John route only. Launching and landing from the slope face is OK, but the slope is perfectly flyable 
from the Berwick St John field. You may encounter some paragliders as they also have permission 
from the farmer to fly there. In this case it is best to have a friendly chat with them and see if you can 
agree separate airspaces for models and paragliders. 
 6) Oxo (WNW to NW wind) - Available. 
 7) Horses/Barbara’s Field (WNW to NW wind):- Available. 
 8) Daltons 1&2 (NW to NNW wind) - Available. 
 9) Crockerton (NW to NNW wind) - Available subject to rules in slope guide. 
 10) Death Valley (SW wind) - Available till end of June. 
 11) Berwick St John (SW wind), Stony Down (ESE to SE wind) - Available. Code on gate padlock is 
5823 . Please do not over fly the parked cars on your landing approach at Stony Down. 
 12) East Bowl (NEE to E wind) - Available. There is a gate with a keycode, which is 7850. The 
shepherd is Mr.Fletcher (red Toyota pick-up) and he has asked that anyone parking on the track put a 
little note on the dashboard of their car, letting him know that they are a WSA member.   

There are also a number of public slope sites, particularly in the Purbecks that anybody can fly form.  
A list of these is maintained on Christchurch Club's website  so please have a look there for details. 

Flat Field Update  
If you are the first to arrive at Chalbury go to the green box in the farm yard. 
  
1.The field number is shown on the small plate on the box front . LEAVE THAT WHERE IT IS. 
2. Remove the large red plate from inside the box and place it on the box front. It indicates the WSA 
are on site. 
3. Also take the required equipment out of the box and to the flying field, i.e peg board, bungees etc. 
4. If it is an event where you are expecting a large number of people take the corresponding field 
number out of the box and place it on the fence hook at the road entrance to the drive. There is no 
need to put the number on the hook if you are flying there alone or with just a few other people 
5. The last to leave the site, ensure everything is replaced in the box, including the red plate and 
number on hook if used, but LEAVING THE FIELD NUMBER INDICATOR ON THE BOX FRONT. 
  
Be aware of the field condition, e.g. after rain. Do NOT leave wheel spin marks. If in doubt, park off 
the lane outside the field. Leave space for farm traffic. 
Be aware of footpaths across the fields, Do not launch if walkers are on the paths. Do not launch if 
horse riders are nearby. 
No low flying over power lines. No flying over farm buildings and the cottage, AT ANY HEIGHT, or 
immediately upwind of the farm complex. 
Fly SAFELY at all times. Especially launching and landing. Do not launch over cars and do not 
approach a landing over other flyers, fly a proper circuit. 
  
Report any problems to the flat field rep, Doug Bowmann. 

Page - "   2

http://cdmfc.org/html/slope_soaring.html


Building the Andreas by Alan Butterworth 

I have finally completed the Inside F5J 2.9m e-glider which was a complex build with a 6 servo wing 
( a complex programming issue for FrSky!). It is yet to be maidened, thanks to the dreadful Covid-19 
but is ready to go. I purchased it from Hyperflight, but it originated from Hoellein in Germany. I was 
very impressed with the laser cutting of the kit and everything needed to complete was included 
except, of course the radio gear etc. It all went together quite easily, even for this man of big fingers. 
There was even a build log and a good translation of the instructions in English; fortunate, as I do not 
speak German. 

Anyhow, I have actually been in self-isolation for a few weeks as I was anxious not to jeopardise my 
scheduled knee operation on the 25th March (sadly, C-19 cancelled it). To keep me amused I wanted 
to build a smaller e-soarer and was quite taken with another of Hollein’s models, the 2m wingspan 
Andreas. I could not find it in any UK shops so I ordered direct and was amazed to receive the kit in 3 
days and for just 5 Euros P&P. That is cheaper and quicker than most UK purchases and of course, 
no import duties or VAT yet. It is a simpler model that the Inside F5J, with just rudder, elevator and air 
brakes. The quality of laser cutting was perfect and the full-size plan excellent. However, the 
instructions were in German but there are good step-by-step photos of every stage. There was a set 
of English instructions to download which were almost incomprehensible. Fortunately I found that a 
Google translation of the French translation (if you see what I mean) was much better. The Andreas is 
a much more traditional build than the Inside F5J and it went together fairly easily. As I write, it is 
almost finished with just a bit more sanding and finishing required. Once we have finished with the 
current situation, I will have a double maiden session to complete, or maybe more as I have a few 
more kits squirrelled away. 
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Hoellein do sell a good range of models and kits at competitive prices (until we leave the transitory 
agreements with the EU of course) and give great service. Their website is https://
www.hoelleinshop.com/e-vendo.php?shop=hoellein_e&SessionId= 

In a Tight Spot by Tony Harris

I have written before about my being on the slope at Ringbury when I lost my glider in a gorse bush 
down the slope.  Approaching the gorse I disappeared from sight down a big hole head first. Arms 
trapped by my sides, I was lucky to be able gyrate my body around to allow my lower legs to rest 
downhill and just add some lift. Maxim:  let others know you are going out of sight down the slope and 
beware.

In searching for something to write for Glidepath the above incident reminded me of a near loss at 
Portsmouth. It was about 1986 and the national gas transmission system from the NE toward the 
South was barely able to cope with peak demand. At Portsmouth was a gas production plant using 
Naptha shipped in from anywhere to feed the Synthetic Natural Gas plant to produce industrial 
methane by blasting the Naptha over steam heated catalysts to produce it. A 98% thermally efficient 
process; not bad.

Well the 4 streams had been idle but not mothballed since the late 70sand they occupied a site of 
1.2miles square with an installed electrical demand of 5MW. I was called in to “go to the site and 
return tomorrow with a piece of paper to say it is electrically safe to operate including all power 
systems and hazardous area electrical equipment that had been certified in the distant past as 
suitable for use in potentially explosive flammable zones”. After a redefining of my brief I returned with 
said paper nearly a year later.

This production site called for a ring main of high voltage and substations around the site. One day 
the Electrical Foreman dispatched one of his non technical staff to sweep out a substation; armed 
with a brush and a piece of paper he had to pin to the substation door having opened it to remind him 
of safe working brief; it was called A PERMIT TO ENTER and it lasted for never more than a working 
day.

Some days later the Site Manager was taking his weekly amble around the place and in leaving the 
Electrical  Foremans’ office just remarked ,”Oh you haven’t heard from Alf lately have you ? His wife 
called he hasn't been home again for  a few days ?“. He was often errant apparently.

The foreman avoided an embarrassing  sudden turn of his head to look at the Permit Board behind 
him. There was Alf’s permit 2 days old and not withdrawn; tut, tut. A rapid stamp of electricians’ feet 
shot the mile or so to the substation.  The door was still open with the notice duly pinned to it. Alf 
however was stuck; his feet were not touching the ground as he was wedged between the back of a 
line of HV switches and the external wall. He had a bad headache and some bruises but otherwise 
recovered.

Being overly diligent he had decided to stand onto the switch gear to dust away cobwebs; a definite 
no no! That discipline was not delineated in the permit but known to the electricians with whom he had 
worked for years!

That was one of 2 incidents on my patch of the south UK where non compliance of operations to 
PERMIT TO WORK could have cost me my living. The other was the near loss of all gas to 
Bournemouth and Poole but that I shudder to think about that.
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The Eagle has Sounded by Frank Bayes 

As we are going to spend a lot of time at home now, playing about with the computer and Internet  
here is something to keep our brains going. 

I have always liked the idea of adding sounds to a model plane but the cost of the dedicated sets is 
beyond my budget. I enjoy a project as you know and discovering new stuff, so after a Meon Valley 
Soaring Club Member mentioned wishing to add authentic sound to his superb slope soaring Eagle I 
had a go at finding the right  calling sounds. 

I always thought that an Eagle screeched but this is not correct, buzzards and hawks screech but the  
basic sounds Eagles make are a chirping and then a strident call. 

I have managed to find videos of these on Youtube, downloaded the videos, converted to MP3, edited 
out the seagulls etc and added them together. If you ask I can send you the files which are very small 
in size and will  scare the neighbour’s cat. 

Authentic sounds for say, a Spitfire’s Merlin engines or whatever your model happens to be can be 
obtained the same way. The steps below are what I use to save sounds from Youtube videos, edit and 
convert to MP3. 

Step 1. Download "4K Video Downloader" which is free and install to your PC. 

Step 2. Download "Any Video Converter" which is free and install to your PC 

Step 3. Download "Audacity" which is a free audio editor and install to your PC 

Step 4. Download "VLC" an excellent free media player and install to your PC 

Search Youtube for say "Merlin Engine Sounds" and find a  videos such as  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6KG4pfbw60 

After downloading the video using 4K Video Downloader (it  will be saved in the 4K VideoDownloader 
folder,) right click on the saved video and select Open With and then select VLC. When the video 
plays in VLC, edit the length of video you want by clicking the red button at the  bottom left of the VLC 
screen at the start of the part you want to save, and click it again at the end of that part. The edited 
video will automatically be saved in your video folder, but still keeping your original video. 

Open Any Video Converter and open the VLC edited video you want to convert to MP3. Select MP3 
from the Audio Menu and select Convert; this will be saved in the folder Any Video Converter. 

The MP3 file is now ready to be used, or it can be edited, lengthened, enhanced, mixed with other 
sounds etc in Audacity, or for example repeated many times into one file. For a constant engine note 
this might be useful when you find a particularly good sound that is not long enough. 

The question then is how to save and play this sound file in a model, and the following  may help. 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/MP3-Re-Recordable-Sound-Chip-Module-4MB-USB-Transfer-Model-
m a k i n g - c r a f t s - g i f t s / 2 9 2 6 8 2 7 4 9 1 8 3 ? s s P a g e N a m e = S T R K % 3 A M E B I D X
%3AIT&_trksid=p2057872.m2749.l2649 

The second question is how to switch it on and off from the transmitter, and these may be the answer. 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/HOBBYWING-RC-Model-ON-OFF-Electronic-Power-Switch-R-C-Hobby-
AC512/264644895898?hash=item3d9e10a49a:g:RLsAAOSw7VJeUqBF 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Turnigy-RC-Transmitter-Controlled-Relay-Switch-TX-RX-On-Off-Switch-
LED-Lights-/352634173992?_trksid=p2385738.m4383.l4275.c10 
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I have not yet looked at amplifying the sound etc maybe someone has an idea for that? . (The 
speaker in the equipment Frank showed is only 0.5W so is not going to be very loud. To get a 
something louder you could cut the wires going to the existing speaker, input them into  a small audio 
amplifier and use the output of that to drive a more power speaker, Ed) 

Mini Tracker and Simulators by Frank Bayes 

In the February Edition of Glidepath I mentioned that I had ordered I have what appeared to be a 
genuine mini GPS Tracker for a silly low price from Banggood. It has now arrived and whilst trying it 
has been interesting, I think I will advise you not to spend £3.88 on this device unless you are a spy or 
a Private Detective. 

The first time I used it was inside my house, and the latitude and  longitude given were about 300m  
out. The coordinates were displayed on a Chinese mapping website which I then manually entered 
into Google Maps.


I tried it outside yesterday and the distance was about 50ft out which would probably be good 
enough to find your model. However it was only notified for a few seconds and then it accessed 
Google maps automatically but with an error and a blue screen. I tried it several times and had the 
the same result. If I can find a way to get it to default to the Chinese mapping website again it might 
be OK.


I tried the other feature, which is that you can send a text code to it and it will record on the micro SD 
card in the device, and play back live audio of what is happening at the other end. I went upstairs 
and left it in the lounge with the TV on, and it was crystal clear on my phone. I then ended the call 
from my phone but I was then called immediately back by the device to continue listening in! I ended 
it but it called back every time I ended a call. I tried to send the code to reset the device to default 
and wipe last instructions, but the device would call me back again before I had a chance! 


I have looked at various forums and most people cannot make it work at all so I take small comfort 
from that. There may be a way to sort it out, and when I have time (which given current 
circumstances seems likely) I may take a longer look.


As we are not going to be able to fly for some time an R/C Flight Sim will keep our flying brain ticking 
over. I have an Aerofly RC Flight Sim for mostly powered models; it does have gliders on it but no 
slope soaring with simulated lift. 

I also have just tried the latest free version of Picasim which is really great fun. There are lots of 
options for models from a slow floater to a high performance plank and also different terrain and  wind 
conditions etc. You can set it up with a a joystick or R/C controller, but I used the mouse with the on-
screen control which was really easy to get used to. It can be downloaded from  

http://rowlhouse.co.uk/PicaSim/ for either your IOS  or Android phone or for all Windows versions.  

I have just tried it on Windows 10 and its fine. The control is very smooth using a mouse with the on-
screen axis control to the bottom right of the screen. There is a Free Fly option staying in the lift on 
the hill, or various challenges such as duration, limbo, racing, cross country etc. 

The graphics are really excellent for a free simulator. Links to other Flight Simulator  info are: 

http://modelaviation.com/picasim-slope-simulator 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?1622981-RC-Flight-Simulators-Information-and-
Reviews 

I have just crashed several times and no repairs needed …… 
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Items for Sale by Pete Hatchett 

I have decided to have a bit of a clear out and so have various items for sale. Firstly I am selling on 
behalf of ex WSA member John Parker: 

Multiplex Evo 9 upgraded to 2.4 GHz M-Link. I understand the upgrade was carried out by Mike 
Ridley and that a Pro firmware upgrade was installed at the same time. It comes with 2x Rx-5 light M 
Link Rx, 1xRx-7 DR light M Link receivers. With it are the 35MHz module and crystal holder,  

1x Mini DS-IPD Rx and 1x JR NER549 9 channel Rx. Multiplex charger is fitted with a European 
integral mains plug. John only ever flew gliders, so there is no fuel contamination and in fact he hardly 
used the set. 

My own gear for sale includes : 
Vladimir's Model Blaster 3 1490 mm DLG. Ready to go with MPX 2.4GHz Rx. 
Receivers 
Multiplex Synth  
RX-9_Synth DS IPD Compact  9 Ch  2 Off 
RX-7-Synth IPD                         7 Ch   1 Off  
 
Multiplex Xtal 
Mini DS-IPD                    9 Ch   1 Off  
Micro-IPD                             7 Ch   1 Off  
Micro 7                                  7 Ch    1 Off  
Pico 4/5                                    4/5 Ch   1 Off  
 
JR Synth  
RS10DS                                    10 Ch 3 Off  
RS77S                                   7 Ch  1 Off 
 
JR Xtal  
R900S                                  9 Ch  1 Off  
NER 549X                             9 Ch 3 Off  
 
All of the above have been used with my JR PCM 9X II transmitter which is also for sale. If any of 
these items are of interest please contact me at hatchettpete@gmail.com. 

Visit to Death Valley by Phil Ford 

In early March John B and I spent a few hours flying at Death Valley which was the first time either of 
us had visited the site. The wind  veered  from south to west during our visit and the gusts were very 
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strong, so it got bumpy and unpredictable at the maize end but was great lift if you stay up high and 
well out. We moved all around the bowl over our time there. Went home please as I have not been 
flying for over a month and was getting stir crazy at home watching the rain stream down the 
windows. 

Calendar ( WSA events in bold (or should that be on hold) ) 

???????????????????? 

Contacts 
The committee members for 2020 are; 
Chairman-  Martin Burr, 01202 773144, martinburr9@gmail.com 
Secretary - Bill  Ebdon, 01258 861612, bill.ebz@gmail.com 
Treasurer and Member Secretary- Alan Butterworth, 07905 765634, ajbutterworth16@gmail.com  
Glidepath Editor – Roger Crickmore, 01929 550680, roger.crickmore@btinternet.com 
Flat Field Representative – Doug Bowman, 01202 416664, dougbowman@hotmail.co.uk 
Slope Representative – Pete Carpenter, 01722 328728, pete.carpenter12@gmail.com  
Slope Deputy– Mike Sims, 01722 326550, mike.sims1@sky.com 
Flat Field Competition Director – Martin Burr, 01202 773144, martinburr9@gmail.com 
Member without Portfolio - Nigel Bennett 01258 861863, nigelcbenne(@googlemail.com
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