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From the Editor 

Despite the autumn weather members have been in action, on the slopes, from the flat field and at the 
skittles alley, with reports of all these events being included in this month’s Glidepath.  Formal notice 
is also given for the AGM on Dec 3rd.  

Nigel Bennett has offered  to run a series of events at Chalbury over the winter. Due to the uncertain 
weather, rather than defining fixed dates in advance he will assess whether it looks possible at any 
particular weekend and inform members accordingly a few days beforehand. Thus the dates will be 
quantum rather than classical in nature, as the wave function defining them will initially exist over all 
time until the events are actually observed to happened (that is a physics joke by the way). 

From the Chair 

Skittles evening 
It was my pleasure to organise this event in recognition of 40yrs of the WSA. Two of the three 
founding members Mike Whithey and Mike Huggins are sadly no longer with us, however it was very 
nice to have Rod Lowe and his wife Ann present. I will take this opportunity to thank all that could 
come along and make it a happy fun occasion, more on this latter from Roger. 

Multitask 
As you will have noticed the weather has not been very conducive to organising anything. If a likely 
Sunday shows itself I will try and organise something, but it will be rather short notice I am afraid. 

CAA Registration etc 
I am keeping an eye on what the BMFA tell us to do, and I urge you to do the same.  

That is about it from me for this month, hopefully we will get some flying in soon. Best wishes and 
happy landings. 

Annual General Meeting 

The committee would like to give notice that the Annual General meeting of the Wessex Soaring 
Association will be held at; 

Place:  The Allendale Centre, Wimborne 
Date:  Tuesday 3rd December   
Time:  8pm onwards 

Please make a note of this in your diary. Do come along if you are able to as there are a number of 
matters to discuss, such as setting the membership fees and electing the committee members for 
2020. 
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Slopeside by Pete Carpenter 

What we believe to be the situation on each slope is as described below, however it is not always 
possible to contact every landowner each month and we have no wish to pester them. For Sallowcliffe 
and OXO please take extra care when parking, and do not drive down past the brow of the track in 
wet conditions or you may get stuck.  If in doubt, walk onto the field and track first to check! Please 
use your own common sense and apply the countryside rules. Therefore if things look different at a 
site, particularly if it involves crops or livestock, please do not enter and contact me on 
pete.carpenter@yahoo.co.uk or 01722 328728. 

1) Winklebury:- Available. 
2) Norrington Down:- Available 
3) Donkey Valley:- Available. 
4) Swallowcliffe :- Slope available. It is believed that this slope is going to be put back to cereal, in 
which case we must obviously not drive onto the crop.  
5) Quarry: Available. Access to the slope must be via the Stony Down / Berwick St John route only. 
Launching and landing from the slope face is OK, but the slope is perfectly flyable from the Berwick St 
John field. You may encounter some paraglider as they also have permission from the farmer to fly 
there. In this case it is best  to have a friendly chat with them and see if you can agree separate 
airspaces for models and paragliders. 
6) Oxo: Available and at the last check,  sheep-free  
7) Horses/Barbara’s Field:- Available.  
8) Daltons 1&2 :- Available 
9) Crockerton :-Available subject to rules in slope guide. 
10) Death Valley. Not Available  
11) Berwick St John, Stony Down :- Available. Code on gate padlock is 5823 . Please do not over fly 
the parked cars on your landing approach at Stony Down 
12) East Bowl:- Available. it is available but there is now a gate with a keycode, which is 7850. The 

shepherd is Mr.Fletcher (red Toyota pick-up) and he has asked that anyone parking on the track 
put a little note on the dashboard of their car, letting him know that they are a WSA member. 

There are also a number of public slope sites, particularly in the Purbecks that anybody can fly form.  
A list of these is maintained on Christchurch Club's website  so please have a look there for details. 

Flat Field Update  
If you are the first to arrive at Chalbury go to the green box in the farm yard. 
  
1.The field number is shown on the small plate on the box front . LEAVE THAT WHERE IT IS. 
2. Remove the large red plate from inside the box and place it on the box front. It indicates the WSA 
are on site. 
3. Also take the required equipment out of the box and to the flying field, i.e peg board, bungees etc. 
4. If it is an event where you are expecting a large number of people take the corresponding field 
number out of the box and place it on the fence hook at the road entrance to the drive. There is no 
need to put the number on the hook if you are flying there alone or with just a few other people 
5. The last to leave the site, ensure everything is replaced in the box, including the red plate and 
number on hook if used, but LEAVING THE FIELD NUMBER INDICATOR ON THE BOX FRONT. 
  
Be aware of the field condition, e.g. after rain. Do NOT leave wheel spin marks. If in doubt, park off 
the lane outside the field. Leave space for farm traffic. 
Be aware of footpaths across the fields, Do not launch if walkers are on the paths. Do not launch if 
horse riders are nearby. 
No low flying over power lines. No flying over farm buildings and the cottage, AT ANY HEIGHT, or 
immediately upwind of the farm complex. 
Fly SAFELY at all times. Especially launching and landing. Do not launch over cars and do not 
approach a landing over other flyers, fly a proper circuit. 
  
Report any problems to the flat field rep, Doug Bowmann. 
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October Slope Fly-In by Pete Carpenter 

The October slope bash went ahead on its scheduled date of Sunday 6th and Horses was the venue. 
The preceding day’s forecast had given very favourable conditions, with a WNW blow in the mid teens 
to low 20s mph range, and importantly not too chilly. 

The drive up the track was interesting, as it had clearly deteriorated, in fact it was even worse than it 
had been just a couple of weeks prior. Cleary there had been a lot of recent rain that had washed 
more gravel away and deepened the gully on the lower half of the track. At the moment it is still 
possible to get a normal car up there, but this track is becoming the  Achilles Heel of the club. 

On arrival at the slope Ian W was already airborne and the wind was somewhat stronger than I had 
expected, with a steady blow in the low 20s mph. Throughout the day the strength remained fairly 
constant but gusts were to the high 20s and my anemometer recorded a couple of 30mph gusts in the 
early afternoon. 

The lift was good for the most part, but the gusty conditions made for some bumpy flying. New 
member Dave Press came along as did a couple of guests from the Swindon area. At the moment 
they do not fly, but were looking for advice and just wanted to see what it was all about. I am not sure 
that the Swindon guests will join the club, due to the travelling distance, but it is always nice to 
welcome guests to the slope fly-ins, if only as spectators. They were suitably impressed by all they 
saw. 

Turnout was not bad as around 8 members came out to play. It was great to see Mike Sims there who 
flew his RCRCM Typhoon. I had one attempt at launching it for him, but the wind gusts forced us to 
abandon the launch. Mike then got it airborne a little while later. 

Martin had a good flight with his Scorpion and spent some time chatting with the guests, before 
disappearing to do some drum kit shopping Mike Seale showed us all how it should be done, and 
Ian's Needle just lapped up the windy conditions. Andy and Ian M made the trip down from Reading 
and both enjoyed some good airtime.  
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My Swift was all I really flew. I had lobbed my Weasel Evo off at first, but after 3 attempts at launching 
and then seeing the thing fly backwards, I gave up with it. The Swift loves windy conditions and I 
thoroughly enjoyed throwing it around the sky and thankfully the landings were relatively uneventful. 
My Hawk stayed in the car, as past experience has taught me that trying to land it in such conditions 
can be very hit and miss, so I was not prepared to break it again. 

All in all it was a very good day, albeit a tad windier than expected. Hopefully we can get another 
couple in before the year is out. 

Tarrant  Hinton Event, 27th October by Geoff Collins 
  
The day was a perfect for flying with a gentle northerly breeze, what more could one ask for? More 
flyers maybe but you cannot make people come, you can only give them the opportunity. Sunday 
certainly was sunny and there was an extra hour in bed as well. 

Rick Churchill was down first followed by myself, Nigel and Darren. Unfortunately Rick had a bent 
motor shaft that meant he had to scratch. I had a spare glider but set up on the wrong mode, however 
Darren came to the rescue and loaned him a freshly made plane; very brave of Darren so we then 
had four contestants. The brothers Steve and Gary came down the track so it was looking that this 
could increase, but alas they were just testing  their new planes so it was still only going to be us four. 

First up were Nigel and myself which was a win for Nigel as I was down in 4:30 while Nigel worked 
the warm air coming of the ground. Darren and I were next and,  as was becoming the norm, I was 
down at around 4:15. Darren’s plane was a new Apollo (with updates) that flew well and even better 
with his inputs, so win to Darren. They were followed by Nigel and Darren and again a win for Nigel. 
Rick and I were next and things were not going well for me, as Rick whipped my butt. However on 
landing, and bear in mind he was flying a unfamiliar glider, he got caught in the downwind  turbulence 
not quite flying fast enough and caught a wing tip resulting in a severe cart wheel that was then end of 
his comp; but he at least had a win. 

In round 2 Nigel beat me again but in my match with Darren I went off to the left and found a large 
patch of warm air, so a win for me at last.  Fortunes were also reserved as Darren got the the better of 
Nigel. Therefore the final results were 3 wins for Nigel, 2 wins for Darren and one each for Rick and 
myself 

I asked if they would like to do a third round, but there was a time restriction for Nigel who had to 
leave soon. However before he departed he suggested an all up, last down contest. This again 
twas won by Nigel with Darren in second and last but not least, yours truly. 
  
I also wanted to leave, as I had had a bad day on the Saturday. I cut my foot at Asda and while 
rushing to get out of my car slammed the door on my left thumb and wrenched my left shoulder as I 
made off, while my thumb was still jammed in the joint of the door; man that gave me a sleepless 
night.  Darren suggested that I drill a hole in the nail which I sort of  did when I got home. However 
last time I drilled down through my nail I passed out, well I was only sixteen, but it still triggers bad 
thoughts about using a drill. So instead I opted for a new scalpel and gently twisted backwards and 
forwards until bingo, out came the blood and relived the pressure. (The other technique, although also 
not for the fainted hearted, is to get a metal paper clip, unwrap it, heat it in the gas flame on the hob 
and then stick it through your finger nail. It just melts its way through the nail and has the advantage 
that the heating it in the gas flame makes it sterile, Ed) 

Darren stayed on joining Steven and Gary, and flew his Pulsar 3.6. The conditions were obviously 
better as they were managing 15 mins plus flights as the the heat build up on the ploughed fields 
seemed to be generating lift. As is so very often the case the conditions improve when you least 
expect. So we all had a good day, and Rick I expect had a very pleasant day in his work shop. So 
thanks again for those who came.    
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Skittles Evening 19th October by Roger Crickmore 

25 people, including a number of members’ wives, attended the Skittles evening in Wimborne which 
was organised by Martin Burr to commemorate 40 years since the founding of WSA.  As well as the 
light hearted skittles competition members also enjoyed a buffet meal.  In the bowling each person 
had two balls to knock down as many of the 10 skittles as possible and the competition had three 
such rounds. As usual in pub skittles there was a fair bit of luck as the balls were not quite round, the 
alley not quite flat and the gaps between the skittles seemed to be larger than the skittles themselves.  
Also a few of our less mobile members had some difficulty actually bowling the bowls. I think though 
that Bill Ebdon and his wife Celia might have been getting in some sneaky practice beforehand as 
they were the top scoring man and woman, so each took home a bottle of wine. 

I managed to sustain an injury when I went to pick up a ball not realising 
that other one was still on its way back down the return chute, resulting in 
my finger getting squashed between the two. It started to swell up rather 
alarming but I thought a tight bandage on might limit this, so one was 
improvised from my handkerchief and so insulation tape I had in the car. 
Fortunately it was not broken and the bandage seemed to do its job as 
when I took off the next morning the swelling was not too bad. As this was 
an official WSA event I wonder whether I could have claimed on BMFA’s 
personal accident insurance if had I broken it; I expect they are more used 
to damage to fingers from propellers  than bowling balls. 

I believe everybody enjoyed the event so thanks to Martin for organising the event and to his son 
Daniel who spent much time putting all the skittles back up for the next person. I wonder what we 
should do to mark the 50th anniversary in 10 years time. 

E Soaring Series by Martin Burr 

We managed to hold four rounds of the e-soaring series this year so I decided the overall winner 
would be determined by a person’s best three results. In the 2.3m class Ian Wettstien was the series 
winner followed by myself. Special mention should also go to Nigel Bennett who won both rounds he 
competed in but (fortunately for the rest of us) was unable to make either of the other two. The full 
results are shown below. 
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In the 4m class the two top were the same but with the order reserved. 

Winter Events at Chalbury by Nigel Bennett 

To avoid us all getting the winter blues, I am planning to run a few winter informal comps at Chalbury. 
There are not any fixed dates but if a good Saturday or Sunday looks promising I will try and give 2 or 
3 days notice in advance. 

The idea is to have low key events with the only points available being for landing accuracy (good 
practice for where most of us could improve!) So use any E Soarer, launch to any height, limiters not 
necessary. Fly for between 3 and approx. 7 minutes, no deductions for over or under flying. The 
points will be for landing only, so landing at less than 1m from the spot gets 10 points, less than 2m 
from the spot 9 points and so on. Enter your own points on a white board (you do not need a timer). 

The aim will be to start at 10.30 am and finish around 1.00pm. We will fly as many rounds as we can 
comfortably fit in. If you can let me know in theory if you might join in, it will help me plan numbers etc. 
Visitors from the Tarrant Hinton Flying Group are welcome provided they  have BMFA insurance. 

There will be a bottle of wine for the winner with the 4 best results. 
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Position Name Best 3 Scores 21-04-19 23-06-19 14-07-19 15-09-19

1 Ian Wettstien 2,916.27 531.84 1000 976.2 940.07

2 Martin Burr 2,898.48 964.52 933.96 1000 855.99

3 Doug Bowman 2,668.96 0 799.47 923.06 946.43

4 Alex Bush 2,232.02 744.17 689.87 797.98 0

5 Geoff Collins 2,089.97 338.44 863.09 0 888.44

6 Nigel Bennett 2000 1000 0 0 1000

7 Roger Dornom 1,226.44 560.27 0 666.17 0

8 Mike Seale 982.07 0 0 0 982.07

9 Darren Bumpass 900.78 900.78 0 0 0

10 Alan Butterworth 800.42 800.42 0 0 0

11 Bob Corfield 798.72 798.72 0 0 0

12 Frank Bayes 213.01 0 0 213.01 0

Position Name Best 3 Scores 02-09-19 23-06-19 14-07-19 15-09-19

1 Martin Burr 2,988.33 1000 936.43 1000 988.33

2 Ian Wettstien 2,757.27 0 1000 757.27 1000

3 Geoff Collins 2,242.3 748.37 667.88 250.18 826.05

4 Terry Antell 2,002.72 440.63 783.08 779.01 0

5 Ian Duff 1,743.06 746.64 0 996.42 0

6 Nigel Bennett 1,709.19 326.88 0 682.9 699.41

7 Doug Bowman 1,334.22 0 750.18 0 584.04

8 Alex Bush 941.03 331.23 609.8 0 0

9 Darren Bumpass 910.87 910.87 0 0 0

10 Mike Seale 882.31 0 0 0 882.31

11 Frank Bayes 419.95 0 0 419.95 0



Calendar ( WSA events in bold) 

2/3 Nov   Slope Fly-in 
0/1 Dec   Slope Fly-in 
Tues 3 Dec  AGM, Allendale Centre, Wimborne 

Contacts 
The committee members for 2019 are; 
Chairman-  Martin Burr, 01202 773144, martinburr9@gmail.com 
Secretary - Bill  Ebdon, 01258 861612, bill.ebz@gmail.com 
Treasurer and Member Secretary- Alan Butterworth, 07905 765634, ajbutterworth16@gmail.com  
Glidepath Editor – Roger Crickmore, 01929 550680, roger.crickmore@btinternet.com 
Flat Field Representative – Doug Bowman, 01202 416664, dougbowman@hotmail.co.uk 
Slope Representative – Pete Carpenter, 01722 328728, pete.carpenter12@gmail.com  
Deputy Slope Representative- Ian Wettstein,  01202 524620 ianwets@gmail.com 
Flat Field Competition Director – Martin Burr, 01202 773144, martinburr9@gmail.com 
Member without Portfolio - Geoff Collins, 01202 601732, gliderguidergeoff@hotmail.com
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