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From the Editor 

The first few weekends of August all had their WSA events cancelled due to excessive wind, however 
fortunately the weather calmed down later in the month and we were able to hold both the limbo event 
and slope fly-in on the same weekend. Clearly my flying skills were a bit on the rusty side as I 
managed to break my model even before the limbo competition had started. After the event Doug 
suffered a rather unusual incident during a launch which illustrated why we should take care around 
our motors when they are operated on the ground, but more on that latter. 

From the Chair 

Not much to report this month, I had another impromptu slope day with Ian earlier this month, which 
was nice. The weather looked nice for Roger’s limbo event, I hope it went well. I do like having a go at 
this, but this year I was away on holiday. 

The weather, and other commitments, have stopped me from running another round of the e-soaring 
series. I am hoping to get another one in, and I will advise by email. The next scheduled flat field 
event is the multi task on the 22nd of September, hopefully the weather will be kind. This is a light-
hearted event which usually goes down well with the protagonists. 

Skittles Evening WSA 40th Celebration 

I have booked the Coach and Horses Wimborne on Saturday 19th October from 7pm. I had lots of 
interest in this event and wives/partners etc are welcome to come along. There are two menus 
available, the Bronze one at £7.99, or the Silver one at £9.99. I will find out more details and advise. I 
will need to know definite bookings ASAP so I can inform the venue, if you would like to come along 
for a friendly evening of fun, please contact me on martinburr9@gmail.com	  .	  

Slopeside by Pete Carpenter 

What we believe to be the situation on each slope is as described below, however it is not always 
possible to contact every landowner each month and we have no wish to pester them. For Sallowcliffe 
and OXO please take extra care when parking, and do not drive down past the brow of the track in 
wet conditions or you may get stuck.  If in doubt, walk onto the field and track first to check! Please 
use your own common sense and apply the countryside rules. Therefore if things look different at a 
site, particularly if it involves crops or livestock, please do not enter and contact me on 
pete.carpenter@yahoo.co.uk or 01722 328728. 

1) Winklebury:- Available. 
2) Norrington Down:- Available 
3) Donkey Valley:- Available. 
4) Swallowcliffe :- Slope available. It is believed that this slope is going to be put back to cereal, in 
which case we must obviously not drive onto the crop.  
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5) Quarry: Available. Access to the slope must be via the Stony Down / Berwick St John route only. 
Launching and landing from the slope face is OK, but the slope is perfectly flyable from the Berwick St 
John field. You may encounter some paraglider as they also have permission from the farmer to fly 
there. In this case it is best  to have a friendly chat with them and see if you can agree separate 
airspaces for models and paragliders. 
6) Oxo: Available and at the last check,  sheep-free  
7) Horses/Barbara’s Field:- Available.  
8) Daltons 1&2 :- Available 
9) Crockerton :-Available subject to rules in slope guide. 
10) Death Valley. Not Available  
11) Berwick St John, Stony Down :- Available. Code on gate padlock is 5823 . Please do not over fly 
the parked cars on your landing approach at Stony Down 
12) East Bowl:- Available. it is available but there is now a gate with a keycode, which is 7850. The 

shepherd is Mr.Fletcher (red Toyota pick-up) and he has asked that anyone parking on the track 
put a little note on the dashboard of their car, letting him know that they are a WSA member. 

There are also a number of public slope sites, particularly in the Purbecks that anybody can fly form.  
A list of these is maintained on Christchurch Club's website  so please have a look there for details. 

Flat Field Update  
If you are the first to arrive at Chalbury go to the green box in the farm yard. 
  
1.The field number is shown on the small plate on the box front . LEAVE THAT WHERE IT IS. 
2. Remove the large red plate from inside the box and place it on the box front. It indicates the WSA 
are on site. 
3. Also take the required equipment out of the box and to the flying field, i.e peg board, bungees etc. 
4. If it is an event where you are expecting a large number of people take the corresponding field 
number out of the box and place it on the fence hook at the road entrance to the drive. There is no 
need to put the number on the hook if you are flying there alone or with just a few other people 
5. The last to leave the site, ensure everything is replaced in the box, including the red plate and 
number on hook if used, but LEAVING THE FIELD NUMBER INDICATOR ON THE BOX FRONT. 
  
Be aware of the field condition, e.g. after rain. Do NOT leave wheel spin marks. If in doubt, park off 
the lane outside the field. Leave space for farm traffic. 
Be aware of footpaths across the fields, Do not launch if walkers are on the paths. Do not launch if 
horse riders are nearby. 
No low flying over power lines. No flying over farm buildings and the cottage, AT ANY HEIGHT, or 
immediately upwind of the farm complex. 
Fly SAFELY at all times. Especially launching and landing. Do not launch over cars and do not 
approach a landing over other flyers, fly a proper circuit. 
  
Report any problems to the flat field rep, Doug Bowmann.	  

Limbo Competition Sun 25th August by Roger Crickmore 

The limbo event had to be  postponed by two weeks  as it was too windy on the the original date. The 
new date though provided clear blue skies, very little wind and a temperature that  was very warm if 
not hot. It was therefore rather disappointing to that only three people could make the event, perhaps 
being the bank holiday weekend did not help or maybe members were sunning themselves on the 
beach. For those members unfamiliar with the limbo it is a thermal soaring event where the real fun 
comes at the end of each flight. To score the model must pass through two poles about 3m high and 
6m apart. There are also landing bonuses for getting close to the spot  that was placed just upwind of 
the limbo poles. 

I say three people turned up but only two managed to compete  as I decided to have a test flight first. 
All seemed well so and  having launched from behind the cars  I decided to land close to the poles to 
save carrying the model over to them. Unfortunately I rather misjudged how close to the poles I was, 
flew straight into one, knocked it  over and broke the leading edge of the only model I had with me. 
Thus for me the competition was over even before it had even started. 
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Doug Bowman had the first attempt with his Radian Pro; foamies are often popular in this event 
because they tend to bounce of the poles if you hit them. He had a reasonable flight but on his  
landing approach it looked touch and go whether he had enough height to get back between the 
poles. He nearly made it but landed on the line between the two poles, and as the rules state that the 
whole model must pass between the poles, the flight did not count. Mike Seale then launched his 
Elecktro Resolution and, in his own words, found air that was ‘buoyant but without any lift’ ; so for the 
first 7 minutes or so he seemed to fly around at virtually a constant height. For some reason he 
decided to make a downwind pass through the poles and although the the wind was light enough to 
not make this an issue, it did make it very difficult to make it back to the landing spot, which he did 
not. Still a time of 9.08 (aiming for 10 min) was a good score. On his second and third attempts Doug 
did better, passing between the poles both times but his best flight was 4.47. Mike had one more 
attempt but could not match his first attempt , though he had learnt his lesson and passed through the 
poles going up wind managing to get the spot. Thus Mike becomes limbo champion 2019 

Afterwards Doug got out his recently acquired Geronimo model for a flight. The initial climb was fine  
but then after about 10 seconds there was a loud bang and something black seemed to be ejected 
from the model. Doug still just about had control of the model and managed a safe landing which was 
rather luckily as the battery seemed to be hanging out the front of the model just dangling from its 
contacts. I went to retrieve the ejected black object  which turned out to be the canopy and close by 
found one propeller blade which had had sheared off near its root.  The nose of the model was 
virtually destroyed  but everything  was still connected except for the motor which was nowhere to be 
seen.  

We assumed the propeller blade must of snapped off thereby totally unbalancing the motor causing it 
to rip itself out of the model. Fortunately I had actually been watching the launch from the shade of a 
tree near the edge of the field and and by figuring out where our two lines of sight to the model 
crossed at the time of the ‘prop break’  gave us a rough idea of where to search for the motor. Doug 
was rather keen to find it as it was a geared motor costing about £200.  We soon found the other prop 
blade that had also broken off  but it took and  another 30 minutes to locate the motor. 
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This incident goes to show that the props can break. If it happens up in the air it is only the model that 
is likely to get damaged, however I have often seen people start up their motor with somebody 
standing right next to it.   In this case a broken prop blade could cause a serious, and perhaps even 
fatal injury, to the nearby person. Therefore it is  strongly recommended that anybody close by should 
be behind the model when the motor is started. Remember, safe flying is no accident. 

Rosebowl Event Sun 30th June by Terry Antell 

This year it was decided that everybody would fly as individuals not representing any club as most 
competitors belonged to both C&DMFC and WSA. There were 6  people entering the 2.3m Class but 
only 4 entries for the Open Class. We were in field 13 this year on a lovely day. Yes, we were lucky as 
June had not been “flaming.” 

In the 2.3 m class Doug Bowman, Alan Butterworth and Alex Bush had quite a good contest between 
them as the results below show. 

In the Open class Martin Burr only made 4 flights over the three rounds.  The rules were that you 
could have up to two flights in each round, but if a second flight was taken that one that counted. 
Martin only had one second flight and improved his score, whereas I used all 6 flights and on 2 of the 
3 rounds I had worse results on the second (scoring) flights. 

Bottles of wine were presented to Doug & Alan  for the 2.3m class and  to Martin and (belatedly) Geoff 
Collins, who had to go before the end. Thanks must go to Doug for getting there early and putting the 
signage out AND putting it all away after the event. I have mislaid the Rosebowl Trophy for months 
(still not found it.). 
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NAME MODEL SCORE Round 1       SCORE Round 2         SCORE Round 3        TOTAL Position

Martin Burr Xplorer 645 649 598 1892 1

Geoff Collins O/D 616 443 448 1507 2

Ian Wettstein Shadow 595 441 448 1484 3

Terry Antell Shadow 621 246 203 1070 4

NAME MODEL SCORE Round 1       SCORE Round 
2         SCORE Round 3        TOTAL Position

Doug Bowman 413 425 335 1173 1

Alan Butterworth Heron 415 324 360 1099 2

Alex Bush Lancer 322 419 339 1080 3

Jon Couldridge Phoenix 419 233 243 895 4

Roger Dornom 210 405 178 793 5

Ashley Pontney Swift 286 382 0 668 6



Ghost Squadron Meeting, Binham, Norfolk  by Mark Deverell 

Seven days in Norfolk for the annual Ghost Squadron bash flying from dawn to dusk, well that was 
the hopes of the attendees, but as it turned out the weather had other thoughts. I spent the first day in 
the awning with a gliders, a 3.2m Bhyron (it is an Italian mountain), balanced on my knees finishing 
the fitting out and the rest of the week being frustrated at not being able to fly it. I did manage to fly a 
FMS Fox that I purchased recently at a giveaway price from a disenfranchised owner. With huge 
black clouds looming over us, to my surprise it would not come down, turning out to be a very able 
glider in the circumstances; 3m of fun. Huge loops and aerobatics were the order of the day when I 
needed to use up the height gained so easily, and then when it still would not come down, resorting to 
large amounts of down elevator and flaps to get somewhere near to a level for landing approach.  

Next day I launched in the midst of periods of rain and thunder, got to 1000ft when it started pouring; 
a quick about turn from going up to coming down. I called out a quick ‘glider landing’ only to realise 
that everyone else had left me to it!  A near vertical dive with flaps deployed could not be over quick 
enough, a slide to near our caravan and a dive into the awning for me feeling those wet patches on 
my T shirt,. Oh what fun, so minutes later I did the same thing again.  

I did mention about flying from dawn to dusk but growing numbers are buying cheap foamies and 
kitting them out with LEDs which are very bright so can be flown at night and promote new senses to 
explore. The planes and powered gliders were all slow flyers but it is only a matter of time before 
someone turns up with a jet kitted out for nighttime flying. 

Monday turned into a better day and I still had my HK Phoenix rigged and flew in excellent conditions 
for an hour or so before getting ready to pack up for leaving the next day. So not much aerotowing as 
most people used their smaller and easy to get out and put away kit; we could not leave everything 
rigged up overnight. Much fun was still had and the banter was as good as ever which turned a wet 
week into a fun week. We enjoyed the local hostelries also, just to drown our fears and raise our 
spirits of course. As is our way of doing things I expect we will all turn out again next year. 

You may have heard about flying at Middle Wallop, the army helicopter training site, well more 
obstacles were put in the way of the organisers and now full size gliders are using the field. The 
contractors running the site for the MOD seem to have another agenda although they are sticking to 
the 2019 calendar, things will change for 2020. With the loss to the aerotowing community goes the 
loss to the local aeromodelling club and the SAM 35club. We are hoping to replace the Middle Wallop  
events with more local events. The Ghost Squadron will be using the BMFA flying site at Buckminster, 
Leics which many will find too far in time and distance to reach from this end of the country. 

August Slope Fly-In by Ian Wettstein 

After another summer with few monthly slope fly-in's, we finally managed to call the August one for 
Saturday 24th at Stoney Down. I arrived late morning to find Bill Ebdon, Mark Deverell, and John 
Bannister already there. New member Nelson Drew was waiting at the gate when I arrived. Bill and 
Mark were having an early lunch, while John was battling with very light, and variable lift, seemingly 
having to spend more time landing and retrieving than actually flying. Nelson was not intending to fly 
but had, as last month, just come to observe and get advise on modern radios and models. After a 
quick chat and snack I threw my trusty Wild Thing into the light, but gradually strengthening, breeze. I 
found that, as Bill had said, the lift was quite good for the wind strength, it was just that the breeze 
was constantly backing and veering through quite a large arc, which that slope does not tolerate.

Mark told me that he had had a good flight with his huge FMS Fox in the morning, having re-balanced 
it since its short maiden flight last month. I presume that was because he was able to gain decent 
height with the motor to get the model nicely trimmed. Mike Seale arrived early afternoon, just in time 
to get the best of the day's conditions, and soon after the other four flyers left. After an hour or so the 
wind swung more to the south so we decided to call it a day. I had earlier been forced to land my Ka7 
down wind after suddenly losing all my height, and the abrupt halt of the fuselage in thick grass meant 
that the wings decided to travel on a little further! The damage does not look too bad, but I have put it 
all away in a cupboard for a bored, rainy day. I do not think anyone else left with repairs to do, so I 
suppose that was a reasonable result for a less than brilliant day. Can we have something a little 
better next month please Pete !  

Page - !   5



Syd Taylor 1924-2019 by Geoff Collins 

Late last month I received a call from Mrs Taylor, informing me that her husband Syd had passed 
away on the 28th July, aged 95yrs.  Syd  joined the club just after me, though his modelling started in 
1938 when a world free flight champion gave a guest talk at his school up in Streatham; that was it for 
Syd as he was hooked.  

The war interrupted him a little when he joining the home front, being unable to join the RAF due to 
his colour blindness. He enlisted in the Northumbrian Tank Regiment and landed on the Normandy 
beachhead on D-Day plus 4, by driving a Duck on to the beach. That did not go smoothly as one 
engine failed and he was left going round in circles heading east, but the Royal Navy came to the 
rescue and he was towed back to the beachhead. He then resumed his duties delivering tanks to the 
front line, making it all the way to Berlin and the victory that awaited them. This was his war over so 
he thought, but not for Syd or his regiment as they were off to India; model planes would have to wait. 
In India Syd’s patrol came under attack from rioters and Syd was struck on the head by a large rock. I 
believe as the driver of the scout car he was out in front, so rather vulnerable to pot shots. They were 
not carrying any arms as they were not expecting trouble. The head wound was so severe he was 
flown back to Blighty where they expected the worst for Syd, but the surgeon removed part of his skull 
so they could treat the abscess that had formed between the skull and his brain. It was touch and go 
for seven days but he pulled through and they fitted a large plate, although the surgeon only gave him 
maybe twenty five years to live.  

He was then stuck down with TB and was sent off to the Isle of Wight to be treated, so for Syd 
modelling would have to wait again. However some good was to come out of this for Syd in the way of 
Joy, his future wife, who nursed him back to health. He then settled in Bournemouth and modelling 
was back on the menu, teaming up with Alan Arnold in the BMFS which incidentally was the oldest 
model aero club in the country. He also flew with Silvio Lanfranchi who lived in Cole Hill,  another 
world champion, in aerobatics I think, and a cake maker. Brian Jackson, Mike Brewer and Jim 
Saunders all knew Syd and all have fond memories of Syd's obstinacy which he had by the bucket 
full. 

They all would fly out at Beaulieu Airfield and from there Jim Saunders introduced them to slope 
soaring out in the Purbecks in the seventies.  He joined WSA along with Harry Vear, the model shop 
owner in Moordown. Those two were something to behold as they would express loudly on how it 
should be done; talk about banter. When Simon Duffy joined the WSA and he and Syd became 
buddies, flying here and there all over the country. They flew power planes including IC ducted fans 
and were also great thermal flyers winning some BARCS open thermal comps against the likes of 
Chris Foss. The last comp Syd flew in was over at the grass air field at Hamble were Syd and Simon 
teamed up with two flyers from the Meon Valley club and whipped our ass’s; Syd was tickled pink with 
that win.   All through his flying he carried the effects of the head injury and he had to stop driving and 
finally gave up R C flying and went back to free flight, with the help of John Taylor and of course Joy 
who would ferry him around as well. 

My friendship with Syd started when he joined the WSA in the early 80’s and waned when family 
commitments in the 90’s meant flying for me took a back seat. It resumed again when I returned from 
the States and started working at Aim Aviation, as from Channel Four model shop to Syd’s house was 
only a half a mile or so. I would often buy some goodies and drop in for a cupper and biscuits with 
Syd and Joy, and talk over past times while fighting with the dog for a seat on the sofa. As Mike 
Brewer said when I was telling to him about Syd   “ Happy Days “  and they certainly were. 
  

Calendar ( WSA events in bold) 

Sun 22 Sept  Multi-task event 
Sun 29 Sept  E-soaring event at Tarrant Hinton 
5/6 Oct   Slope Fly-in 
Sat 19 Oct  40th Anniversary event, Wimborne 
Sun 27 Oct  E-soaring event at Tarrant Hinton 
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Contacts 
The committee members for 2019 are; 
Chairman-  Martin Burr, 01202 773144, martinburr9@gmail.com 
Secretary - Bill  Ebdon, 01258 861612, bill.ebz@gmail.com 
Treasurer and Member Secretary- Alan Butterworth, 07905 765634, ajbutterworth16@gmail.com  
Glidepath Editor – Roger Crickmore, 01929 550680, roger.crickmore@btinternet.com 
Flat Field Representative – Doug Bowman, 01202 416664, dougbowman@hotmail.co.uk 
Slope Representative – Pete Carpenter, 01722 328728, pete.carpenter12@gmail.com  
Deputy Slope Representative- Ian Wettstein,  01202 524620 ianwets@gmail.com 
Flat Field Competition Director – Martin Burr, 01202 773144, martinburr9@gmail.com 
Member without Portfolio - Geoff Collins, 01202 601732, gliderguidergeoff@hotmail.com
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